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Happy New Year and Welcome to a New Decade! Can you re-

member what you were doing 10 years ago and where you were in life? At 

the beginning of the last decade, I became a grandfather for the first time. 

At the time, I thought I was way too young for that! Fast-forward 10 years 

and I am now the grandfather of 4 with another on the way. Ten short 

years from now, our current students will be in their early twenties graduat-

ing college, and, perhaps, working to establish families of their own. To-

day, our job is to ensure that our children will have the best opportunities 

available when we celebrate 2030. This begins by setting appropriate 

boundaries and establishing a committed work ethic with regular routines.  

 Research has shown that work habits are more of a predictor of 

success than IQ. An effective strategy to develop good work habits is to 

establish and maintain a regular schedule in the household. Routines like 

regular mealtimes, homework, and bedtime can reduce stress and in-

crease resilience. During homework or mealtime, ask your child to explain 

what is happening in each of their classes. Having your child recall what is 

being studied helps them process the information in ways that will foster 

long term memories and improve performance. Middle level children need 

8½ to 9¼ hours of sleep a day for healthy physical and cognitive develop-

ment. Studies demonstrate that 80% of learning (memory development) 

occurs during sleep. Schedule (and limit) screen-time too. Studies have 

demonstrated that excess screen time robs children of sleep and contrib-

utes to depression. Scheduling screen-time gives you control and limits 

the time they spend online.  

Aristotle once commented that youth “love too much, hate too 

much, and the same with everything else.” They are prone to getting into 

things that are over their heads. Today, our children have more access to 

mature and inappropriate media than ever before. This generation has the 

power to gain a world audience from (what they believe to be) the ano-

nymity of their own personal computer or cell phone. They can upload and 

download videos to YouTube, Facebook, or Twitter (among others) with 

little or no constraints. Internet predators are serious threats, but more 

widespread is the ease with which children can access inappropriate ma-

terial that will forever steal their innocence. We are the only ones who can 

protect that innocence. 

Even though September seems so very far away, we are beginning 

to develop schedules for the next school year. Articulation with elementary 

and high schools is already underway. This year, students will select their 

Encore courses for next year online. A paper copy will go home for your 

review.  Please look for these forms and discuss the Encore choices your 

UPCOMING DATES 

JANUARY 

13 
PTA Meeting/Media Cen-
ter/6PM 

14 
8th Gr Vision & Hearing 
Screening 

20 
School Closed/Martin 
Luther King Birthday 

21 
Rising 9th Gr. Parent Infor-
mation Night/Arundel High 
School/6:30PM 

23 
6-8 FT: Polar Bear 
Plunge/Sandy Pt St 
Park/8:30-2PM 

24 
6-8 FT: Arundel HS Feed-
er Concert/Arun HS/8-
5:30PM 

28-29 
2 Hour Early Dismissal/
End of 2nd MP 

29 
8th Gr Hearing & Vision 
Rescreening 

30 
School Closed/
Professional Develop-
ment 

31 Beginning of 3rd MP 

31 
6-8 FT: Dance Gala/ArHS 
& North Cty HS/Limited 
Students Attending 

FEBRUARY 

3-6 Annie Jr Tech Week/Gym 

4 

6-8 FT:Dance Fesitival/
Annap HS/Limited Stu-
dents Attending/1-
9:30PM 

 (Continued on next page) 

From the Principal  
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children have as they select their courses. Only courses receiving enough 

student enrollment and staffing will be offered. 

 As the weather turns colder, please consider layers for your child as 

they come to school. Some areas of our building warm up more than oth-

ers. Heavy quilted coats, hats, and hoods are not permitted in classrooms 

because they take up space, restrict movement, and pose safety issues. 

Sweatshirts, sweaters, leggings, and long-sleeved sports base layers will 

help to keep students comfortable without restricting movement or compro-

mising school safety. Thank you for your help in this regard. 

Our arrival routine is structured to have students disembark from 

buses at 8:00 AM and then line up at their designated grade level entrance. 

Our doors open at 8:05 to allow students to enter in an orderly fashion. Un-

less the temperature falls below freezing or it is raining, students will contin-

ue to line up outside before entering at 8:05 AM. School staff is not availa-

ble to supervise children before 8:00 AM unless there is a specific desig-

nated activity. Please be aware that children who arrive prior to 8:00 AM 

will be unsupervised outside until staff report for duty.  

The second marking period ends on Wednesday, January 29th and 

school is closed on the 30th. We will begin the 2nd half of the school year on 

Friday, January 31st. Please refer to the body of this newsletter and our 

Weekly Updates for other important dates. On behalf of the faculty and staff 

of Arundel Middle, have a Happy and safe New Year. 

 

George Lindley 
      Principal 

School and Office Hours 
School begins at 8:15am. Doors open for students at 8:05am. All students are to be in their classrooms 
and seated by 8:15am. 

School ends at 2:55pm. Bus riders will be dismissed at 2:55pm with walkers and car riders dismissed ap-
proximately 5-10 minutes later. 

The Main Office and switchboard hours are:  Monday through Thursday 7:30am to 4:15pm 

       Friday    7:30am to 3:30pm 

From the Principal (cont’d) 
UPCOMING DATES 

(CONTINUED) 

FEBRUARY 

7-8 

AMS Drama Presents 
Annie Jr/See Inside for 
performance times and 
ticket pricing/Gym 

7 
6-8 FT: Feeder Elem 
Music Concerts/9-2PM 

10 Report Card Distribution 

11 
7th AVID FT: Bowie 
State Univ/Bowie 
MD/9:15-2:45PM 

12 
2 Hour Early Dismissal/
Professional Develop-
ment 

13 
8 FT: CAT-North/CAT-
North Edgewater/11-
1:30PM 

13 
5th Grade Information 
Night/Gym/6-8PM 

17 
School Closed/
President’s Day 

25 Spring Pictures 
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Last year we announced that Arundel Middle will no 
longer hold an 8th grade graduation ceremony for 
students being promoted to 9th grade. Arundel Mid-
dle was one of the last middle schools in our system 
to conduct 8th grade graduation ceremonies and this 
decision was made for several reasons. First and 
foremost, our enrollment has outgrown our capacity 
to conduct such an event. The fire rated capacity for 
our gymnasium (and that of the high school auditori-
um) cannot accommodate the number of people who 
would attend such an event. As we look to the future, 
our enrollment is projected to grow continually for the 
next decade. We considered offering two separate 
ceremonies or holding the event off campus, but we 
do not have the staff needed to perform the safety 
protocols related to screening all visitors who enter 
school facilities during the day. Additionally, develop-
ing two identical ceremonies proved to be unrealistic.  

Seating capacity, guest security-screening require-
ments, upcoming construction and middle school 
philosophy all dictate the discontinuation of this prac-

tice. As such, 8th grade graduation has been phased 
out and replaced with targeted awards ceremonies in 
many buildings throughout AACPS.   

While this is disappointing news, we still have events 
for our students to recognize achievement and to 
celebrate the transition to high school. We will hold 
the Presidential Awards ceremony for 8th grade stu-
dents who have distinguished themselves through-
out their middle school years. This will occur during 
an evening in May for invited students who have met 
the specific criteria related to the President’s 
Achievement Award. It will also include students with 
outstanding attendance and other district level 
recognitions in the areas of Science, History, Geog-
raphy, Spelling, and Writing. Details will be an-
nounced as plans are finalized.  

Other traditional activities will continue including 
spring performances that highlight 8th grade partici-
pation in the arts, an 8th grade evening dance and an 
8th grade end of year celebration/activity to include 
all 8th graders. 

End of Year Activities for 8th Grade 

Plastic disposable refrigerated bottles of water are 
sold in our cafeteria during lunches. Water bottles 
are discouraged, but will be permitted under the fol-
lowing criteria: the container must be crystal clear, 
plastic, resealable (preferably with a screw top), 
either disposable or reusable, with a maximum 
capacity of 20 ounces or less. No liquid other than 
water is permitted outside of the cafeteria. Soda, 
milk, and other flavored drinks must be consumed in 
the cafeteria. 

Arundel Middle School is equipped with water foun-
tains in the hallways, including a refrigerated water 
fountain located in the cafeteria. Our water fountains 
were tested for lead last spring and found to be lead 
free. There are no traces of lead in any of Arundel 
Middle’s water fountains. 

For safety and hygiene purposes, all food and drinks 
are to be consumed in the cafeteria exclusively, un-

less explicit permission is granted by an adult (for 
example, lunch bunch). If a student is not purchasing 
breakfast in the cafeteria or gym foyer, they must eat 
breakfast at home. No outside breakfast food/
drink may be brought into the building to eat up-
on arrival (for example, Dunkin' Donuts breakfast 
sandwiches or a Starbucks coffee). All outside food 
must be consumed or thrown away before entering 
the building. Students may bring a packed lunch to 
store in their locker to take to the cafeteria to eat dur-
ing lunch.  

Parents may bring an outside lunch (Chik-Fil-A, Sub-
way, McDonald’s, etc.) for their student to pick up in 
the main office. Parents may join their student for 
lunch in the cafeteria after checking in at the Main 
Office and receiving a Visitor’s badge. Please be 
sure you have proper identification. 

Water Bottles, Outside Food, and Drink 
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Dear Arundel Middle School Students and Parents, 

Please join us for an informational session covering the overview and curriculum 

essentials of the AVID Program at Arundel High School!  We will share the academic 

and leadership advantages this program has to offer and assist with the AVID 

application process!  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mrs. Amy Sherlock 
(asherlock@aacps.org) or Ms. Xiomara Patel (xpatel@aacps.org).   

We look forward to meeting you! 

Parent Meeting: 

Date:   January 21, 2020 

Time:   6:00 p.m.   

Location:            Arundel High School Cafeteria 

*Light refreshments will be provided* 

 

 

 

Student Meeting: 

Date:   January 21, 2020         

Time:   10:10am   

Location:            Arundel Middle School Cafeteria 

*This is for students only during the school day* 
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Safety Reminders! 

• You MUST show a government-issued 

ID to sign a student out of the school. 

PLEASE bring your ID with you every 

time you come to the school. 

• Each student must have a completed  

Emergency Card (signed and dated by 

parent/guardian) on file in the Main Of-

fice. Parents must take responsibility for 

notifying the school of any telephone 

number changes or address changes im-

mediately. 

• Only persons on the emergency card may 

sign a student out of the building.  

• Anne Arundel County uses the Raptor 

system to sign visitors into our build-

ing. You must present a government-

issued ID which will be scanned and the 

following information collected: your pho-

to, your name, and your date of birth. This 

information will be utilized to check you 

in, create an ID badge, and compare your 

information against sexual offender data-

bases throughout the country.  

• All visitors to the building must sign in and 

out and wear a visitor’s badge at all 

times.  

• Parents and students should review the 

procedure for going home in case of an 

unscheduled emergency.  

We thank you for your help as we try to 

keep your children and our staff safe!  

(From the AACPS Student Handbook) 

Students are to dress in clothes that promote a safe 
and respectful learning environment. Clothes that 
create a disruptive environment or cause a health or 
safety hazard or do not align with the rules estab-
lished by the respective school are not appropriate 
and not acceptable at school. School personnel will 
enforce this dress code, including, but not limited to, 
requiring that the student remove or change the 
item, taking reasonable steps to notify the student’s 
parents of the violation, and, for repeated violations, 
initiating progressive discipline for insubordination.  

Headwear  

•    Only for health, safety, or religious reasons 

Shoes  

•    Must be worn at all times  

Clothing  

• Cannot show profanity, obscenity, violence, or sym-
bols of hate  

• Cannot promote alcohol, tobacco, or drugs  

• Cannot promote gang colors or gang-related signs  

• Cannot show underwear 

• Cannot show bare skin between upper chest and 
mid thigh  

• Examples of inappropriate dress: 

— pajama bottoms  — tank tops  

— tobacco or alcohol brand t-shirts  

— midriff tops that do not reach the waistband of 
shorts or pants 

Please check your student’s school clothing each 
day to ensure that they do not have bare skin visible 
between the upper chest and mid thigh and that both 
males and females have no exposed underwear. 
Any student who does not adhere to the dress code 
could be required to wear a rental gym uniform over 
his/her inappropriate clothing. 

Student Attire 
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Order A 2019-20 Yearbook 
Yearbooks for Arundel Middle School are available and can be ordered at Jos-
tons.com. 

If you have questions, please email Ms. Allemand at jallemand@aacps.org. 

EARLY DISMISSALS: 

Students who are going to leave early should bring 
a note from the parent to the Main Office in the 
morning, before class starts, simply stating:  

• Student’s name  

• Grade of student  

• Reason for leaving early  

• Time to be picked up  

• Name of person picking student up, if other than 
parent/guardian. 

• Parent / guardian signature  

At the Main Office, the student will be given an Ear-
ly Dismissal Pass. Student’s time of dismissal will 
be 5 minutes earlier than stated so the student has 
time to go to the locker, if necessary.  

Students are expected to show the teacher the pass 
in the class that he/she will be leaving and bring the 
pass with him/her to the office.  

If it is a last minute doctor’s appointment, 
please call the office at 410-674-6900 and let us 
know as soon as possible so that we can ar-
range for your student to meet you in the office. 
We try very hard not to call students on the PA 
system during instructional time. Please explain 
the procedure to your student.  

The Parent/Guardian MUST COME IN to the Main 
Office and sign the student out. A picture ID must 
be provided to the secretary.  

If the student is returning to school, they must come 
to the Main Office to be signed back into school. The 
parent/guardian does not need to come in with them.  

LATE ARRIVALS: 

We ask parents to make every effort to ensure that 
their student arrives at school on time. Repeated 
lateness will result in a letter home and possible re-
ferral to the schools pupil personnel worker.  

Students are let into the building at 8:05am. Those 
that arrive after 8:13am are considered late and must 
come to the Main Office for a late pass. Parents may 
email Ms. Tammy Wonder at twonder@aacps.org 
with late student information as shown below. 

Students that are late should bring a note stating the 
reason. Oversleeping and missing the bus are con-
sidered unexcused lateness. All students without a 
note/parent will be coded unexcused. Note should 
include:  

• Student’s name 

• Grade of student 

• Reason for being late 

• Parent/guardian signature 

Students that are late to school will do as follows:  

• Enter school through the main entrance as all 
other doors are locked. 

• Get a Late Pass from the Main Office. 

• Provide Late Pass to the classroom teacher. 

Early Dismissals and Late Arrivals  

http://www.jostens.com
http://www.jostens.com
mailto:twonder@aacpslorg?subject=Attendance
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Vision and hearing screening is provided to 

students in 8th grade and students new to 

AACPS and students referred by parents or 

staff. The screening will be held Tuesday, 

January 14, 2020. Make-ups and rescreening 

will be Wednesday, January 29. Parents may 

request screening through the school’s nurse 

if they are concerned for their child in any 

grade. 

Vision and Hearing Screenings 

Medications 

According to Anne Arundel County Public 

School policy, a Parent’s Request to Adminis-

ter Medication form (PRAM) must be com-

pleted by a parent and a physician for any 

medication or over-the-counter products to be 

administered. All medication must be deliv-

ered by a parent or adult in an unopened con-

tainer (if over the counter) or a pharmacy la-

belled box (if prescription.) Inhalers for asth-

ma or Epi-Pens for severe allergic reactions 

are the only medications that may be carried 

by students. The PRAM must be completed 

and the portion of the form checked by the 

doctor that states “the student is able to self-

administer and carry the inhaler or Epi-Pen.” 

A contract will be signed with the student and 

the school nurse and will be reviewed quar-

terly to confirm that the student is safely able 

to carry the medication.  

Physical Education Restrictions 

If your student is ill or injured and requires PE 

restrictions, please contact your student’s PE 

teacher and provide a note to the Health 

Room from the doctor stating exactly what 

the restrictions are with a specific period of 

time given.  

If your student may need an inhaler with vig-

orous exercise, please have the PRAM pa-

perwork completed by the doctor and deliver 

the needed medication to the Health Room.  

Emergency Forms 

When you are completing the Emergency 

Form that will come home the first week of 

school, it is very important to list all home, 

cell, and work numbers where you can be 

reached in case of emergency. Please in-

clude the names of 2 other adults that may be 

contacted in the event that we are unable to 

reach a parent or a guardian. 

If this information changes during the school 

year, please make sure that you inform the 

Main Office, so that this information can be 

corrected.  

Health Room Information 


